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In him we all have an abiding faith. If he surrounds himself with a cabinet of views similar to his often expressed, all will go well. He will have in his administration the cordial support of all New England. We do feel great solicitude as to the persons by whom he is to be surrounded.
The wish is [so] repeatedly expressed by the most prominent men here that you should be called to his cabinet, that I feel I must write you urging upon you, if the post is offered, to accept. I believe that your views are nearly those of the President's. With your well-known executive and administrative abilities, and, above all, the great confidence of the people of New England in you, I am sure the President could do no act which would so strengthen him with the people of the Eastern States, and could in no way, in one man, bring more power into his cabinet. If the President is aware, as all, of our views, he will offer a place to you without solicitation. If he is ignorant of our wishes, they should be made known to him. I do not know him personally, therefore, I do not write him.
I deem this a matter so important that I have made this letter a somewhat official one, and beg that you will let some friend hand it to the President.
I am confident that I am expressing the views of the body over which I have the honor to preside, when I say that no appointment could be made more acceptable to us, and no surer guaranty of a successful administration of the new President, than the appointment of a person of your sagacity, experience, ability, and firmness, as an adviser.
A letter from me may have little weight, but I should be remiss in my duty had I not thus done.
I am with the highest respect,
Your most obdt. Servant, J. E. FIELD
Having somewhat an extensive acquaintance with all classes of men in the State, I do most cordially approve the foregoing. S. W. GIFFORD, Clerk of Massachusetts Senate
From F. A. HILDRETH to General Butler
BOSTON, April, 18th, 1865
DEAR BUTLER: I learn at BoutwelTs office that he has in all probability gone to Washington, was seen on Worcester train yesterday.
Saw Bird. As you will learn before this reaches you, Andrew and others have gone to Washington. Bird, & more